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ESPERANCE LEAD DUST POLLUTION 

536. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
I refer to the lead pollution in Esperance. 

(1) Is the minister aware that the amount of lead dust pollution at the home of Mr and Mrs Woodhouse in 
Panorama Place behind the port is 60 times higher than the World Health Organisation acceptable 
levels, even after a clean-up?  

(2) Would the minister accept that lead dust from the port and the transport corridor, which has not been 
cleaned up, continues to be a source of lead that is re-contaminating households?  

(3) When will the government recognise the gravity of this situation for the children of Esperance and clean 
the port and the transport corridors of the lead product and dust; and will the minister commit to a 
blanket professional cleaning of all houses within a radius of two kilometres of the port? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)-(3) I think I have answered the thrust of this question before.  We have committed to a very extensive 

clean-up of the port and the areas surrounding the town.  The figures that have been obtained show very 
positive results.  Over the past week it has come to light that there are still pockets of difficulty.  We 
will go back and do that work again.  We have made that very clear.  It can be demonstrated that the 
lead levels have dropped.  They dropped in the blood of the children and they have dropped in all the air 
monitoring devices that we now have in place around the port and around the town.  It is quite clear that 
the entire problem has not been solved.  It is quite clear that more needs to be done.  More will be done.  
We will continue with that project.  It is quite clear on any analysis that there has been a vast 
improvement.  The fact that we have not totally solved the problem should not detract from the fact that 
a very substantial achievement has been made.   

I use this opportunity to answer a question asked by the member for Dawesville earlier.  The shed in 
which the lead has been located has been fully sealed and locked.  There is no prospect that any 
recontamination will occur from the lead that is currently stored at the port.   

 


